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E D IT ORIAL by Frank Gillespie 

COMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTERS and UFOLOGY 

It has frequently been said that with modern communications 
technology, the world is shrinking. While this has been generally true 
for some time, the recent development of cheap but powerful personal 
computers has brought a completely new dimension to the communications 
picture. For the expenditure of a few hundred dollars, one can gain 
access to a worldwide store of information almost inconceivable in 
magnitude. 

To ufologists, the new technology represents an opportunity to 
advance dramatically, with national and international cooperation in the 
exchange of information - the more complete the sample of UFO cases under 
study, the more Likely it is that meaningful patterns and correlations 
will emerge. Add to this the increased computational power and capacity 
of modern computers, and it now seems possible (barely) that the UFO 
enigma - the most obstinate problem of modern times - could be solved in 
short order. 

Towards this end, ACUFOS is now gearing up to contribute its 
share in a cooperative scene. Under the guidance of Andrew Cole, 
UFOCOMFIL, the ACUFOS data bank, is back in full operation, although with 
a slight backlog of entries. This data, sorted or unsorted, is already 
available to all ufologists in the form of hard copy, charged for at near 
cost. The next step will be the installation of a suitable modem, so 
that both the file and the computer sorting facilities can be accessed by 
telephone from almost anywhere in the world. 

(Continued on Page 4.) 
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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG METEORS, COMETS AND UFOS 

Durin g the 19th century n umer­
ous astron omers made n ightly vigils 
of the heaven s to gather data on 
meteors. Much of this in formation 
was published in scien tific period­
icals, especially the Report of the 
British Association for the Ad­
van cemen t of Science, an d in cluded 
man y accoun ts of UFOs. Un fortun ­
ately these data disappeared from 
the journals in the early 20th 
century when astron omy, as well as 
other sciences, became more spec­
ialized. 

We are remin ded by Sowiak-Rudej 
( 1984) an d Gillespie (1984) that 
most meteors are ordin ary lumin ous 
atmospheric phenomen a, but others 
might be UFOs. While ordinary met­
eors are produced by tin y meteor­
oids of metal or ston e, the remark­
able bright meteors whose motion 
an d appearan ce differ greatly are 
probably of an en tirely differen t 
con stitution . Fireballs occurrin g 
durin g showers are thought to orig­
in ate in the orbit of comets, but 
sporadic fireballs that produce 
meteorites, ten d to be linked to 
the asteroid belt. Sporadic fire­
b a 11 s w i thou t meteor i t e s m

· 
ay or i g­

in ate in either a cometary stream 
or the asteroid belt. 

While Gillespie suggests that 
some UFOs may originate as icy met­
eoroids, the fall of larger pieces 
of ice is almost n ever reported 
accompan yin g showers or fireballs. 
Quan tities of ice would be expected 
however if part of a comet n ucleus 
were to impact earth. Eviden ce of 
a large ice fall accompanied the 
great Tun guska, USSR fireball of 
1908 in the form of small craters 
which were devoid of meteorites. 
Presumably the ice melted after 
impact, leavin g behin d the craters. 
If quan tities of ice en terin g the 
atmosphere were iden tified as UFOs, 
the agen cy causin g the variability 
in appearan ce an d behaviour is n ot 
eviden t. 

There are a n um ber of direct 
lin ks between meteors an d UFOs. 
On e is the collection of accoun ts 
by Winkler ( 1948a) where the UFO 
ejects a meteorite or is accompan ­
ied by a meteorite fall. While 
these accoun ts ten d to be witn essed 
by few people there are accounts of 
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meteor showers over exten sive geo­
graphic areas that are accompanied 
by remarkable UFOs. The most spec­
tacular of these accounts are the 
Leon ids of 1833 Nov. 13, the An d­
romedids of 1872 Nov. 27, an d the 
Draconids of 1946 Oct. 9. These 
Leon ids produced un dulatin g serpen ­
tin e con figurations an d sudden low 
level brighten in gs, while the Drac­
on ids exhibited a serpen tin e traj­
ectory for on e meteor as well as a 
dramatically large UFO seen over 
California by man y, in cludin g con ­
troversial con tactee George Adam­
ski. The luminous phenomen a accom­
pan yin g the An dromedids in cluded 
fireballs with tails which often 
exhibited deflected trajectories 
an d wavy trails. 

These serpen tin e forms an d 
others collected by Winkler form a 
specially in terestin g class of 
UFOs. Because of their strikin g 
appearan ce they are depicted more 
often in scien tific periodicals 
than an y other class of UFO. Four 
serpen tin e depiction s from period­
icals of the 18th, 19th an d 20th 
cen turies appear below with their 
sources given in the reference sec­
tion at the end. The most in ter­
estin g property of the serpen tin e 
forms is that correlation with 
comets, shown by Winkler ( 1984b), 
is extremely sign ifican t statistic­
ally. Correlations are foun d for 
the times that earth en coun ters 
streams of matter in the orbits of 
comets or the times that cometary 
stream tails exten d in to or are 
discon n ected an d blown by the sun 
in to the path of earth. UFOs may 
be an ticipated when earth passes 
through tails produced by cometary 
streams because the on ly two kn own 
times in modern history that earth 
passed through a primary comet 
tail, UFOs were observed. 

While these correlation s are 
quite stron g the plasma physics ex­
plain in g the appearan ce an d behav­
iour of the UFO is sketchy. Stream 
tails like primary cometary tails 
are composed of plasma from the sun 
an d comet which is embedded in 
solar magn etic flux lines alon g 
with iron particles. This mixture 
makes en try in to the geomagn etic 
sheath via the n eutral sheet, as it 



apparen tly does for the solar plas­
ma respon sible for auroras an d gee­
magnetic storms. Then , like aur­
oral particles, the solar-cometary 
mixture proceeds up the geomagnetic 
tail in to earth's atmosphere aroun d 
the magnetic poles. The develop­
men t of a compact object here, 
which is iden tified as a UFO, is 
probably aided by the recon nection 
of flux lines to earth.'s. But, how 
the stability o f  the UFO is main ­
tained an d how the various dyn amics 
are executed is n ot clear. If 
charged particles in the UFO moved 
in the same circular sense, so as 
to flatten in to a disc, a stron g 

Figure 1: Sketch of the serpentine 

UFO and its trajectory, observed 

on 1742 Dec 27 from England. 

Figure 2: Sketch of the trajectory 
of the serpentine UFO observed on 

1902 Feb 9 from France. 

3 .  

magnetic field would be gen erated. · 
This may be the magnetic field 
which is attracted to automobiles 
an d airplanes in so man y close en ­
coun ters an d causes en gin e in ter­
feren ce. 

Statistical correlation s bet­
ween UFOs an d comets prove little 
about a specific comet producin g a 
specific UFO. But the data for the 
1946 ghost rocket activity an d 1947 
UFO genesis is so detailed it was 
possible for Win kler ( 1984c) to 
show one comet, Pon s Win n ecke, is 
particularly linked to both flaps, 
in cludin g the celebrated sightin g 

Figure 3: Sketch of the trajectory 

of the serpentine UFO observed on 

1912 Apr 7 from Brazil. 

Figure 4: Photograph of the trajec­
tory of the serpentine UFO observed 

on 1946 Oct 9 from the eastern U.S.A. 



by Ken Arnold at Mt Rainier. This 
comet is unique in that its orbit 
is precessing so rapidly it has a 
continuum of stream tails covering 
a three week portion of earth's 
orbit. This inte�val precisely 
covers the secondary peak of the 
ghost rocket flap and the entire 
activity of the UFO genesis. The 
primary peak of the ghost rocket 
flap and the preliminary activity 
of the UFO genesis is well timed 
with the encounter of shower or 
stream tails of several of the 
other eleven periodic comets, found 
by Winkler, whose orbits pass with­
in earth's like Pons Winnecke. 
Orbits outside of earth's will not 
allow encounters with earth. 

One of the consequences of a 
cometary origin for UFOs is that it 
requires the phenomena to be gee­
magnetic in ch3racter and correlat­
ed with solar activity so that they 
should be observed about the geo-

REFERENCES 
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magnetic poles in ovals like aur­
oras. Unfortunately though, UFOs 
are relatively scarce compared to 
auroras so the geomagnetic evidence 
for UFOs is in a more primitive 
stage. But at least two of the 
greatest flaps in ufology, the 1946 
and 1947 ones mentioned above, oc­
curred during one of the greatest 
periods of solar activity in re­
corded history. The idea of a gee­
magnetic origin is also supported 
by the fact that so many UFO re­
ports, per person, tend to origin­
ate near the magnetic poles rather 
than the magnetic equators. Many 
more reports come from Canada and 
the USA, which is near the north 
geomagnetic pole, than South Amer­
ica which contains the magnetic 
equator to the south. And many 
more reports come from Australia, 
which is near the south geomagnetic 
pole, than eastern Asia which con­
tains the magnetic equator to the 

. north. 

1. Figure Sources. No. 1, Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society of London, 1744 and 1745 ,  v. 4 3 ,  p. 5 24. No. 2, Report to 
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UFO Studies, Sept-Oct 1984. 
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UFO Research, Mt. Rainier, MD, USA, Feb 1984a. 
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for UFO Research, Mt. Rainier, MD, USA, Feb 1984b. 

6. Winkler, L., Ghost Rockets of 1946 and UFO Genesis of 1947, UFO Phen­
omena International Annual Review - Research in Progress, 1984c, in 
press. 
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COMMUNICATION, COMPUTERS and UFOLOGY (Continued from Page 1.) 

At the same time, an Australia -wide network of personal comput­
ers is being organized, for the effective interchange of information, 
for direct communication with the UFOCOMFIL facility, and for access to 
overseas UFO data files which are now coming on line. While this network 
is being formed under the auspices of ACUFOS, participation should be 
open to all, so that programming skills and the more onerous tasks can be 
shared around. By 1986, the ufologist without a computer will have 
missed the boat! 

oooOOOooo 
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CULT FOLLOWINGS AND UFOLOGY 

When viewed as a subculture of soci­
ety, scientific ufologists can be seen to 
be related to the other subcultures of 
scientists involved in SET!, and relig­
ious/contactee cult groups. Each of these 
is one facet of "society's response to the 
ETI concept • • • • •  and each tends to regard 
the others with indifference or even 
scorn, in part because of differences in 
style, methods and membership, but also 
because they represent three competing re­
sponses to the same basic idea". ( Westrum 
et al 1984) We are all aware of the gulf 
between cult groups and respectable ufo­
logical groups, but what really distin­
guishes the membership? In a recent ABC 
Radio Science Show ( Saturday 29 July 
1984), Or Phillip Zimbardo of Stanford 
University stated that the powerful at­
tractiveness of such new style religions 
and cults is not the actual content of the 
belief, but the whole ideological package, 
which provides automatic acceptance and 
the illusion of security. Such feelings 
are often sadly lacking in our society, 
and it is not only the inept or maladjust­
ed who are in search of understanding. 
According to Westrum ( 1984), "the oppor­
tunity for sociation in the doctrinally 
tolerant context they provide will prob­
ably make the contactee subculture viable 
for many years to come". It is important 
to note that these cults have in recent 
decades become "doctrinally tolerant", re­
garding each source as a part of a unify­
ing truth, and forging stronger links to 
other fringe beliefs such as the occult, 
paranormal or anomalous. In contrast, 
Westrum's analysis of UFO organisations 
concludes that they "display many of the 
problems of voluntary organisations. 

by Paul and Cassandra Sowiak-Rudej 

Success is often dependent on leadership; 
finances are a recurrent problem; ensur­
ing membership participation and conform­
ity requires strenuous effort; and fact­
ions are common". 

On the one hand, then, we have toler­
ant, viable cult groups; on the other, 
scientific researchers struggling to main­
tain conformity and avoid factions. Obvi­
ously, this difference stems from the 
difference in approach: the cults are ac­
cepting answers, we are still trying to 
define the question, and to do so are re­
lying on the scientific method which needs 
to be rigorously applied. To acquire 
standardised data presupposes a conformity 
of approach among researchers. A look at 
the history of almost any UFO group will 
highlight this problem. For instance, UFO 
Research ( NSW) based in Sydney once held 
public meetings but ceased to do so partly 
because of attracting the "wrong" sort 
( those who should have gone to a cult 
group??) and partly because of time re­
strictions and the desire to devote more 
effort to constructive research. 

The question is whether we have some­
thing to learn from our despised rivals. 
Over the past six years, ACUFOS has become 
more open minded, examining seriously the 
psychological and psychic aspects of re­
ports, but with little real progress to­
ward a solution, and no great increase in 
membership. In times to come, do we 
strengthen the ideological package we of­
fer and increase our scope, accepting the 
risks that entails, or do we follow a nar­
row path, possibly with a small band, re­
lying on science to win the day? 

REFERENCE: Westrum, R. , Swift, D., Stupple, D., "Little Green Men & All That", Society 
Jan/Feb 1984 pp 37-44. 

oooOOOooo 

SEEING IS BELIEVING - IN BLACK AND WHITE! 

A postscript to John Prytz's paper in the last issue "I Spy with My Little Eye, 
Something Beginning with 's'•, was noticed during the NWS Channel 9 'State Affair' 
programme on 4th October 1984. In a segment dealing with the Fincastle Competition 
(an aerial 'search and destroy' exercise with a submarine as the target) there was a 
brief view of portion of a submarine with black top and white sides! The conning tower 
was not visible at any stage. 

It would seem that a certain Royal Australian Navy spokesman is not very well 
informed regarding acceptable colour schemes for submarines! 

oooCXJOooo 
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A PRELIMINARY AND THEORETICAL INTEGRATION OF INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL UFO 

INTELLIGENCE HYPOTHESES, THUS BETTER EXPLAINING THE TOTAL UFO PICTURE, 

or 

NOCTURNAL LIGHTS ARE IMPORTANT TOO! 

Regular and long-time readers of the 
ACUFOS 1 ournal will be aware that for 
quite some time a debate has raged in 
these pages over the pros and cons of as­
cribing to the UFO phenomena a property, 
not of intelligence vs non-intelligence - the 
intelligence is obvious - but of internal in­
telligence vs external intelligence. In real­
ity, it was more specific than that. The de­
bate often centred around imagery vs the 
ETH (extraterrestrial hypothesis). Though a 
major principal in those debates, I have nev­
er been convinced, nor have I ever suggest­
ed, that the resolution was an absolute 
"either/or" one. I'm convinced both points 
of view are correct - each in their own 
way. What has not yet been suggested 
though is that the two points of view can 
be, and should be, integrated to give a 
more logical and structured overview to the 
entire UFO forest. Heretofore there has 
been a concentration on just the single spec­
ies of a UFO tree in a multi-diverse UFO 
forest. Thus the reason for this effort. 

The major stumbling block to a totally 
consistent external intelligence theory (from 
now on addressed in its popular guise, the 
ETH) lies mostly within the categories we 
term CE3 (ufonaut) and CE4 (contact/ab­
duction). Some of these cases are nonsense 
from an ETH point of view, even when fore­
warning yourself of the dangers about being 
overly anthropomorphic. For example, if 
UFOs are alien in origin, and under extra­
terrestrial control, then the personal events 
I related at UFOCON 8 on the Rissler Ob­
servatory contacts are, if taken at face val­
ue, ludicrous. Also why: 

1) Are commoners, not diplomats, scien­
tists, politicians, etc. "selected" for abduct­
ion/contact? 
2) Are there more than just superficial 
differences in the outward appearance of 
reported ufonauts? 
3) Are the activities carried out by ufo­
nauts often silly, bland or illogical? 

4) Are ufonauts often able to break phys­
ical laws as we know and understand them, 
for example by walking through solid ob­
jects, levitating, and exerting controls over 
objects (both animate and inanimate) from a 
distance without seemingly technological aid? 

5) Are ufonaut "messages" frequently triv­
ial, illogical, mutually exclusive (when doing 
inter-case comparisons), often wrong, and 

by 1 ohn Pryt z 

just so happen parallel the before-the-fact 
philosophical/religious beliefs of the "victim" 
in most cases? 

6) Can CE3 and CE4 events be reported 
to have occurred in such a time and place 
that independent confirmation must surely be 
available - yet none ever comes to light? 

Proponents of the ETH, though they 
can account for such problems within the 
context of their theories, nevertheless can't 
be as 1 00°/o confident as when explaining 
the more mundane aspects of UFO events 
and behaviour. Explanations that incorpor­
ate the ETH with CE3/CE4 events are oft­
en stretched and involve a lot of "if", "and" 
or "but" clauses. Further, it must be re­
called that no longer can supporters of the 
ETH rely blindly on the "truth" revealed by 
hypnotic and polygraph (or other lie detect­
ion) techniques. Social and psychological 
factors can and do often easily account for 
this "truth". The "truth" is actually "be­
lief" or "expectation", not, of necessity, 
"reality". It's a pity that such initially 
promising techniques for arr1v1ng at the 
truth have gone by the board. They are 
still useful, but no longer 1 00°/o trustworthy. 

In any event, on the other hand, pro­
ETH advocates have little trouble in coming 
to terms with an overall consistent and con­
vincing point of view regarding UFOs if on­
ly taking under account "at-a-distance" 
events - nocturnal lights, daylight discs -
and the more run-of-the-mill close encount­
ers - CE 1 and CE2 cases. These are the 
sorts of events that the internal intelligence 
supporters have troubles with, though they 
too, by stretching things, can accommodate 
most UFO events. I cannot in good faith 
say all as there is no way physical trace 
case�ncluding radar and photographic cas­
es) can be explained through imagery. 

This suggests to me the following idea. 
Not that a fixed percentage of all bona-fide 
hard-core UFO cases have real and imagin­
ary causes, but that most "at-a-distance", 
even many CE1 and CE2 cases are "real" 
(and in my opinion extraterrestrial), while 
many CE3 reports, and most (even all) CE4 
events have an internal (intelligence) explan­
ation. 

The idea has a parallel in terms of how 
a real environmental occurrence (noise for 
example, or a mild earthquake) can be in­
corporated into the non-real internal world 



of a person, say in a dream state. The 
dreaming or other receptive state, was co­
incident with the environmental event. 
Many dream noises could have a physical or­
igin - thunder, music from a neighbourhood 
party, the kids talking in an adjacent room, 
etc. - yet be translated by the subconscious 
(dreaming) mind into something else only 
vaguely similar. 

The coincident factors here are real 
extraterrestrial UFOs, and a human mind, 
not only receptive to the idea of visiting 
spaceships, but easily capable of embellish­
ing the basics - to the confusion of us all! 

In the very beginning (194 7), flying sau­
cers were alarmingly thought to be secret 
weapons (as were the foe-fighters and the 
ghost rockets) - not in this case German or 
Japanese, but Russian. Five years into the 
(now) UFO phenomenon, that hypothesis, up­
on reflection and additional case histories 
available for study, bit the dust. The milit­
ary quickly lost interest, though several 
kept up a PR front for years afterwards -
as we all know. UFOs were obviously not 
a threat to national security. So, if not 
Russian, then what? The ETH took over as 
the prime theory (in the early 1950s) and 
has held sway ever since. Why did the 
ETH take hold? Because of the evidence 
as presented through witnesses reporting not 
CE3 and CE4s, but nocturnal lights, daylight 
discs, radar returns, even some CE1s and 
CE2s. 

In 1947 the time wasn't ripe for any 
national psyche to have totally invented 
from scratch an imaginary extraterrestrially 
intelligent flying saucer phenomenon. How­
ever, once the idea took hold in the early 
1950s, and became reflected more and more 
in the books, articles, science fiction and 
films/television of that era, then a real ETI 
phenomenon was ripe for, and could have 
been easily and imaginably extended by em­
bellishment of any and every kind, either de­
liberately and fraudulently, or otherwise. 

What follows automatically from the 
idea of alien spaceships in the skies? 
Aliens (little green men even) and a "take 
me to your leader"! That was the comical 
(but real) expectation. It was logical. It 
was reflected in the science fiction classic 
The Day the Earth Stood Still ( 1951 ). The 
flying saucers should have landed in Wash­
ington D.C. - openly.-of course that's if 
they were friendly aliens. Since they 
didn't, they weren't. Hence the"invasion" 
scenario and fad. Earth Versus the Flying 
Saucers (1956), a modern day The War of 
the Worlds ( 1953), and Invaders from Mars 
( 1953) - not to forget Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers ( 1955) - are all regarded today as 
classics of science fiction cinema. What a 
far cry from Close Encounters of the 
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Third Kind and E. T.! Of course, as we 
all know, the invasion didn't happen ei­
ther! What was left? The human mind be­
gan to fill the expectation gap the aliens 
didn't fill! 

The invading alien monsters (in ap­
pearance if not deed, with but few except­
ions) became human (in appearance - far 
too human for comfort in retrospect) and 
friendly (in word and deed). The "take 
me to your leader" became "take me to 
your average peon". For the aliens to 
have gone to the time and trouble of com­
ing to Earth, their purpose must be pro­
found. That purpose was not invasion, 
hence it must be friendly. Because the 
friendly purpose - of obvious and incred­
ible importance wasn't applicable in 
any diplomatic context, then it must be 
in a missionary context. Lo and behold -
the Contactee enters the scene! 

However, when contactee after contact­
ee relayed the extraterrestrial message, 
that always just happened to have that 
uncanny parallel with the personal relig­
ious and philosophical beliefs of the ind­
ividual concerned, then a more obvious ex-
planation comes to mind. Some individ-
uals (the contactees), extrapolated a 
real in-the-sky and at-a-distance alien 
phenomenon, and personalised it. The con­
tactee phenomenon flowered in the early 
1950s through the mid 1960s, starting 
with George Adamski, quickly followed by 
a host of others. Some were no doubt im­
itators looking for publicity, fame, even 
money. Others were probably sincere -
and self-deluded. It's academic. The 
fundamental point is that you had two 
phenomena at work - a "nuts & bolts" one, 
and a social extension of that by peons, 
perhaps including a few quick-buck artists. 

But that ran its course. Other soc-
ial (and scientific) influences worked 
against the contactees as time moved on. 
The contactees never offered any proof 
apart from their word and the word of 
friendly (to them) witnesses. Any friendly 
.(.to ;hem) witnesses. Any other proof 
(photographs) never ever even remotely 
looked convincing, and usually could be 
taken with a grain of intuitive salt even 
if not proved outright to be fraudulent. 
You can take on faith for so long the 
(philosophical and religious) word of others, 
especially when that word centres around 
selection by advanced alien beings (space 
brothers) for an extraordinary contact, 
revealing that they will bring about (through 
the contactee) a "New Age" on Earth. 
Nothing happened! No "New Age" came 
to pass. If anything, the world got worse 
as the 50s became the 60s and moved 
toward the 70s. 
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Not only did UFO debunkers blast the 
contactees, so too did open-minded scient­
ists. Even more so did your down-to-earth 
and no-nonsense professional ufologists 
(Keyhoe, et. al.) give the contactees a big 
stick! The armed forces - the "serious" in­
vestigators - laughed at them. But the real 
killer came atop the rockets at Cape Canav­
eral, and the Soviet equivalent of same. 
Adamski et. al. became a total nonsense to 
all but the most fanatical of believers as 
space probe after space probe discovered no 
commonality at all between the environment 
inhabited and described by the space bro­
thers and the contactees and the real solar 
system and the planets in it. Mariner 2 ex­
plored Venus in 1962, and wiped out that 
abode as an extraterrestrial habitat. Mar­
iner 4 flew past Mars in 1965 - no canals. 
Both the Russians and the Americans sent 
probes to photograph the far side of the 
Moon (not visible from Earth), claimed by 
some contactees to have an atmosphere and 
lots of trees and obviously inhabited and 
inhabitable. Such before-the-fact claims 
were proved wanting when all was said and 
done. Jupiter and Saturn (far less Uranus, 
Neptune and Pluto) were never in the hunt, 
despite contactee claims to the contrary, 
based on evidence obtainable from Earth 
(and since confirmed by Pioneer 10 and 11; 
Voyager 1 and 2). Further, it was becom­
ing obvious, even to the lay public, that 
aliens should look alien - not like the body­
beautiful jet-set surfing fraternity who hap­
pened to have advanced qualifications in 
theology and metaphysics! 

A more realistic tale of alien contact 
had to be expounded, if it were to hold to­
gether, hence be believed. As the aliens 
still weren't cooperating by either invading 
us, or landing openly on the White House 
lawn, it was still up to John Doe average 
citizen to take their next step for them! 
Is it coincidence that the CE3 and CE4 
first appeared and became topical, hence 
commonplace at the same time the contact­
ee tale was dying out and out of public 
favour? 

The evolutionary pattern of "at-a-dist­
ance" sightings, somewhat overlapped by a 
few close encounters of the 1st and 2nd 
kind, hence sightings of ufonauts and inter­
action with them, can either be explained 
as a logical evolution on the part, and un­
der the control, of the extraterrestrials -
but we've already noted some of the com­
parisons made between cases - or else the 
logic has been triggered initially by the 
extraterrestrials (who haven't altered their 
modus operandi - why should they have?) 
and imaginably extended by individuals, case 
by case by individual case, because the 
time was socially and psychologically ripe 

for those few susceptible individuals to 
have done so, and in the exact same man­
ner as the contactees before them. Only 
the details need change. 

The idea of space brothers and "hu­
man" aliens had to give way to something 
not quite so friendly and human - human­
oids, for example. Mars and Venus, in 
fact the entire solar system, had to 
yield to Zeta Reticuli and other "far 
away places . with strange sounding names" 
beyond the immediate scrutiny of space 
probes. The friendly missionaries gave 
way to the cold and neutral scientific 
abductions and "medicals". It was more 
believable for the times (mid 1960s plus). 
The real Space Age (1957 plus) brought 
with it a new perspective by which to 
judge the UFO phenomenon - and extra-
ordinary UFO tales/claims had to re-
flect this. This is not to say that such 
tales were any more or less a product of 
deliberate fraud than were the contactee 
tales. Some no doubt were, are, and will 
be. Some aren't. 

Please note however that something 
hasn't altered course in mid-stream. The 
basic nocturnal light, daylight disc, and 
mundane CE2 case has not evolved to suit 
changing points of view about what extra­
terrestrials and extraterrestrial contact 
must be like. One could take the exact 
same event that surrounded the Kenneth 
Arnold case, give it a new location, 
change the name of the witness, and say 
it happened in 1984, and no ufologist 
would so much as bat an eyelash. You can­
not say the same with the events that 
made Adamski famous! One event still has 
credibility - one doesn't. 

UFOs, and UFO connotations, have been 
shown to have one of the highest public 
profiles ever recorded via public opinion 
polls throughout the civilized world. Only 
a fool would bet me if I wagered that 
more Australians could tell me what 
flying saucers/UFOs represented than who 
Bob Hawke was - unbelievable as that may 
first appear. Everybody who can read, or 
who has access to a TV /radio or even fam­
ily or pub conversation knows and under-
stands or thinks they understand -
UFOs. Whether they believe it or not, 
they know that UFOs are equated with 
extra terrestrials. 

A certain percentage of that populat­
ion must have a lower than average thresh­
hold with respect to having an over-act­
ive, and overall susceptible, imaginat­
ion, when it comes to popular and excit­
ing and extraordinary events. These peo­
ple are prone to embellishing, logically, 
events that happen to them that are out 
of the routine we call "everyday normal". 
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Perhaps to a greater or lesser extent that 
means all of us, at least at some time or 
another. The fish that got away will be­
come a foot longer and 20 pounds heavier. 
The close call becomes an intimate brush 
with death. The blonde gets younger and 
curves curvier with every retelling. The 
footy try, or cricket six, becomes more and 
more miraculous. 

Thus, it follows that there will be 
those who have an actual experience with 
an extraterrestrial UFO at-a-distance -
yet who through some psychological process, 
because of the social connotations that sur­
round the UFO, translate the experience in 
CE3 (or more likely yet again CE4) terms, 
and do it 101°/o in good faith. This would 
be even more so the case after the CE3/ 
CE4 connection became established in the 
public's mind. 

Those connotations in the 1950s and 
early 60s were space brothers, human, solar 
system, and personal belief reflections. 

In the latter 60s and 1970s and 1980s 
the connotations became extraterrestrial 
scientist, humanoid, interstellar systems, yet 
still events reflected personal systems of be­
lief and expectation. Hence, the multitypes 
of ufonauts, their origins, and their messag­
es that have been noted and publicized. 
One would expect of course there to be a 
wider variety of humanoids reported, relat­
ive to humans (via the contactees), as there 
is greater scope for the imagination to play 
around with. 

Yet, though that could be the case, the 
real extraterrestrial nature of the UFO is 
not falsified, nor altered, one jot! It 
doesn't have to have in order to retain 
credibility. 

I suggest that tomorrow, somewhere, 
someone (or ones) will see a bonafide UFO, 
under the control of an external intelligence 
(which again I suggest and believe is extra­
terrestrial in nature). That person(s), if not 
overly prone to various psychological/social 
triggering mechanisms such that they would 
otherwise tend to embellish extraordinary 
events even more so, will report the sight­
ing as a (just - sigh - another boring) noct­
urnal light, etc. But, if prone to flights of 
fancy (by design, or more likely not by de­
sign) because of knowledge and expectations 
and beliefs gained before-the-fact, the that 
person(s) will report an experience that will 
end up by the time all is said and done in 
ufological lore as well as in the public med­
ia (newspapers, magazines, radio/TV, etc.) 
as an over-analysed and overly sensational­
ized CE3 and/or CE4 event. The positive 
feedback re-enforces and sets the stage for 
other yet-to-come nocturnal lights-cum-CE3s 
or CE4s. 

There need not be even immediate 
transition from one to the other. A routine 
daylight disc report by 1 ane Smith in 1955, 
could prove to be the trigger for an imag­
inary abduction (dream) experience in 1985. 
I consider it less likely however that a real 
abduction event (if any actually happen) 
would trigger a mundane daylight disc re­
port that had no root in actual fact or oc­
currence, either there and then (after hypo:. 

notic regression - otherwise the aliens could 
have blocked out the abduction and implant­
ed a fake at-a-distance event) or in subs­
equent UFO events reported by the victim. 

Now I can't claim to have any actual 
proof for this idea at all - only some logic 
at this stage. If I had the proof, then 
there goes the UFO problem in a puff-of­
smoke, followed by a quick-smart Nobel 
Prize - which would clearly be on the books 
- for me! However, it's early days yet, 
and at least some first steps toward accom­
modating both recently aired extremes in 
ACUFOS thinking and theorising have been 
entered into. {It does still leave some oth­
er UFO theories out in the cold.) 

This is not to say that no problems are 
left, or exist, with this model. For exam­
ple, in the case of Betty and Barney Hill, 
you have not one witness and one event sto­
ry, but two witnesses and one event story! 
In the Walton case, where was Travis for 
the five days he was actively being hunted 
for, if not "up there"? Then too, there are 
still a lot of, and too many for comfort, 
internal consistencies between the various 
CE3 and CE4 stories (e.g. medical exams). 
Clearly more work needs to be done - start­
ing with the hardest job of all, lateral 
thinking! 

None the less, despite some of the prob­
lems, I think it improbable that most noct­
urnal light and daylight disc cases are total­
ly imaginary. They are too blase; too un­
imaginative. They rate on a psychological 
scale-of-the-imagination at 1 out of 10. Be­
sides, there are too many cases that involve 
independent witnesses; too many radar/visual 
cases; too much other physical evidence, 
etc. to make that credible. Further, it 
leaves the ultimate social/psychological orig­
in of the UFO phenomenon in limbo. Thus, 
a totally imaginery/internal intelligence 
explanation fails. 

On the other hand, I feel it improbable 
that all ufonaut and abduction cases have a 
100°/o physical basis. That makes no more 
sense than to claim that 1 00°/o of nocturnal 
light/daylight disc cases are imaginary. I've 
had to bend too many personal unwritten 
rules to get around the arguments of inter­
nal intelligence proponents. Oh I can do it, 
but I don't always rest easy!! 
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I compromise by suggesting that most 
nocturnal light and daylight disc cases are 
real; most CE3 and (certainly) CE4 cases 
are imaginary. The former serve as the 
logical trigger for the latter. 

One other point. Ufologists disproport­
ionately concentrate on CE3 and CE4 cases, 
understandably so as these cases are inform­
ation rich, interestingly exotic, and even 
sometimes erotic! Nocturnal lights and day­
light discs are "boring" in comparison. Yet, 
if my premise is correct, the danger is 
obvious. The baby goes out with the 
bathwater! 

Through a biased concentration on only 
one facet of the UFO picture, only one 
species of UFO tree is revealed. In this 
case, it is (I believe) the human intelligence 
facet. The far more interesting (to my 
way of thinking) alien intelligence aspect 
has been given short ends of the stick! 
Some nocturnal lights can be every bit as 
mysterious and revealing as the most fascin­
ating of CE3/CE4 events - unless of course 
you are a sociologist, psychologist or psych­
iatrist first, and ufologist second, in which 
case your bias is understandable and forgiv­
en! For those of you that are ufologists 
first and foremost however, I'll give as an 
example a nocturnal light case witnessed 
by me. 

The event happened to me when I was 
still undergoing basic training/boot camp as 
a Basic Airman in the United States Air 
Force. That places the time frame as late 
November/early December 1965. We (the 
squad) were lined up awaiting our turn to 
enter the mess hall for morning chow - at 
0530 hours in the winter pre-dawn atmos­
phere at Lackland Air Force Base, San An­
tonio, Texas. I was wide awake. The chill 
morning air made sure of that - and there 
was always the drill sergeant hovering about 
just to keep everybody alert! While glanc­
ing upward at the still pitch-black night 
sky, I noticed a tiny speck of light travel­
ling in a straight line from the East, head­
ing towards the West (roughly). Obviously 

the Echo 11 satellite, thought I (despite the 
fact that satellites travel normally in the 
same direction as the Earth's rotation, but 
more rapidly, such that they travel from 
West to East in the sky). I didn't associate 
the object with an aircraft - no noise for 
one thing, and there were no other lights 
(navigation, etc.) that I could discern. Be­
sides, the apparent speed was spot-on for 
that of an earth satellite. Though I didn't 
register the incorrect direction at the time 
as being an anomaly - it was only later 
that I fixed by bearings - the object itself 
quickly drew attention to itself by doing a 
very neat 90° left-hand turn - thank you 
very much! And I mean both a sharp and 
instantaneous right angle turn (or as near to 
90° as the human unaided eye could ascert­
ain). The object then proceeded as before 
in a straight line until it disappeared over 
the horizon. Alas, I could not alert any­
body else to the object - we were supposed 
to be in formation and at attention at 
the time. 

Nineteen years later, I remain convinc­
ed that what I saw was real, and that it 
was anomalous. There is no way, to my 
knowledge, that the event in question can 
be explained away through any combination 
of psychological, social, terrestrially artific­
ial and/or natural phenomena. And, as my 
ACUFOS document Who's Who in Australas­
ian Ufology clearly showed, many other 
ACUFOS members were turned on to ufol­
ogy by, or have had after-the-fact UFO 
experiences that they considered to be unex­
plainable, yet could only be classified as 
mundane lights-in-the-sky events. I would 
wager that few, if any, would be prone to 
adopting an internal intelligence explanation 
for their own .experience(s). These people, 
as well as myself, would argue that noctur­
nal lights (daylight discs, etc.) are import­
ant too. 

Finally, I welcome any and all comment 
by supporters of either the internal or exter­
nal intelligence UFO theories, hoping that 
they will be able to add to this synthesis. 

oooOOOooo 

The person who never made a mistake was wearing a retrospectoscope. 

or 

He who possesses hindsight has perfect vision! 

oooOOOooo 
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1 )  P e ters , T .  - UFO s - God ' s  Chario t s? - J o hn Kno x Pre s s , Atlanta , 

Georgia - 1977. 
UFO S - Condon Stu dy & Repo rt 

1 )  Sladek , J • . - " Condon repo rt " ( in )  - New Apo c rypha : A Gui de to  
S t ran�e S c i en c e s  and O c cul t Bel i e fs - Panther/Granada , Londo n 
- 197 - p . 39-47. 

UFOS - Novel ty I t ems 
1 )  Savi l l e ,  M.  - Sau c e rs over the Moo r ( fi c tion ) - Paul Hamlyn , 

Engl and - 1 9  

• l 

Earthquake Lights  

. . • 

1 )  Maurer,  A .  - "UFO updat e : ( e arthqu ake l igh ts - the theo ri es  o f  M . A .  
Persinge r ) " - Omn i , July 1 984 - p . 97 .  

Tunguska, Siberia Expl o s i on ( 1 908) 
1 )  Baldwin ,  R . B . - " Fo rgo t t en Tunguska re s earch" - Sky & Tel escope , 

July 1 984 - p . 4 .  
2 ) Rasmu s s en , K . L . e t . al .  - " N i trate in the Greenland i c e  she et  in 

the years following the 1 908 Tungu ska Event " - Ic arus , April 1 984 
- p . 1 0 1 - 1 08 .  ---

3 )  " Siberian me teor o f  June 30 , 1 908 " - Na tur e ,  v . 1 27 ,  1 93 1  - p . 7 1 9 .  
4 )  " S i berian m e t eo r  o f  June 30 , 1 908 " - Nature , v . 1 3 4 ,  1 93 4 - p . 8 1 6 .  

A s t ro-Archaeo logy - Monographs 
1 )  Aveni , A . F .  & Urton , G .  ( e d i t o rs )  - Archaeoas tronom 

in the Ameri can Tropi c s  - N e w  Yo rk����������������� 
2 )  Chamb erlain , V . D .  - When Stars Came Down t o  

S k i d i  Pawn ee Ind i an s  - a e n a  re s s ,  o s  
3 )  Krupp , E . C .  ( ed i to r) - Archaeoas tronomy and t he Roo ts o f  S c i enc e 

- W e s tview Pre s s , Boulde r ,  Colo rado - 1984. 
4) Teepl e ,  J .  - Maya A s t ronomy - Carnegie In s t i tution , Washington , D . C .  

- 1 930 . 
5 ) Thorn , A .  - Megal i th i c  Lunar Observatori es  - Oxford Univer s i ty Pres s , 

London - 1 97 1 . 
A s t ro-Archaeo l ogy - Book Revi ew 

1 )  Aveni , A . F .  - " ' Echo e s  of the Anc i ent  Ski es ' by E . C . K rupp : revi ew" 
- Sky & Tel escope , March 1 984 - p . 234-236 . 

A s t ro-Archaeology - Journal Art i c l e s  
1 )  Aveni , A . F .  - " Na t i v e  Ameri can astronomy" - Physi c s  Today ,  

J une 1 984 - p . 2 4 - 3 2 . 
2 )  Shawcro s s , W . E .  - " An c i ent Inca ob servato ri e s "  - Sky & Tel es cope , 

March 1 98 4 - p . 2 2 1 . 
Archaeologi c al Mysteri e s  

1 )  Ho rri s ,  S .  - 11 3xp l o rations : Fl o rida ' s  S tonehenge"  - Omni , June 
1 984 - p . 4 2 ,  1 00 .  

2 )  P e terson , I .  - " An c i ent technology : pouring a pyramid"  -
S c i en c e  News , 2 6  May 1 984 - p . 3 27 . 

Mys teries  of  Air & sea - Case  studi es - Philad elphi a Experiment  
1 )  McKernan , B .  - " Invi s i bl e  shi p "  - Omni , July 1 984 - p . 98-99 . 

Be rmuda Triangl e 
1 )  Arne t t , K .  - " Be rmuda Tri angl e"  { in )  - W�9t eri es,  Myth s  o r  

Marvel s? - S phe re , London - 1 97 7  - p .  -156. 

Dolphin Communi c at i on & I nt el l ige.nce - �tonographs 
1 )  Fi chtel iu s ,  K . E .  & S j olander , s .  - Smart er Than Man? Intelligenc e 

i n  Whal e s ,  Dolphins,  and  Hum an s - Baiiantlne , N . Y .  - 1 97 4 .  
2 ) No rri s , K . S .  ( e d i t o r) - Whal e s ,  Dolphins, and Porpo i s e s  -

Univers i ty o f  C al i f .  Pre s s , Berkeiey ,  caiif. - 1 966. 
Dolphin Commun i cation & I ntelligenc e - Journal Articl e s  

1 )  Brown , M .  - " Count ing do l phins : new an swe rs to a n  impo rtant 
que s t i o n "  - Sea Fro n t i e rs , March/April 1 984 - p . 68-7 5 .  



Dolphin Commun i c a t i on  & I n t e l l igence - J ournal Art i c l e s  (cont) 
2 )  S t rauch , R .  ( + )  Smi t h ,  F . G . W . - " Do d o l phins think wi tho u t  

language? "  - S e a  Fro n t i ers , March/April 1 98 4  - p . 66-67 ; 1 1 0 - 1 1 4 .  
Art i fi c ial I nt e l l igen c e  - B o o k  Ex trac t 

1 )  Be rk e l e y ,  E . C .  - " Machine s  that think " ( in )  - Shapl ey , H .  e t . al .  
( ed i to rs ) - Treasur� o f  S c i enc e - 3rd e d i t i o n  - Angus & Robertson , 
London - 1 9 54 - p . 6  2-641 . 

Art i fi c ial  In t e l l igen c e  - Journal Art i c l e s  
1 )  " Art i fi c ial i n t ell ige�c e :  the n e x t  revolution"  - U S A  To day,  Jun e  

1 9.94 - p . 1 5- 1 6 .  
2 )  cald e r ,  N .  - " Man & machin e :  future war? - Omega , July/Aug . 1 98 4  

- p . 1 1 .  
3 )  Chen , K .  & Chang , N .  - " Te chnology fo re cast o f  spac e robo t s  t o  the 

year 2000 " - Te chnologi cal Porecas t i ng & So c i al Change , Aug .  ' 1 984 
- p . 47- 57 . 

4 )  Hi rsch , A .  - " A rt i f i cial intell igence comes o f  age " - Compu t e rs & 
El e c troni c s , March 1 98 4  - p . 6 2 -64+ . 

5 )  McLaughli n , W . I .  - " Pa thways o f  evolution fo r man and machine " -
J B I S , May 1 983  - p . 2 1 5- 2 2 2 . 

6 )  Minsky , M .  - " Compu t e rs and think ing" - Current ,  March/April 1 984 
- p . 8- 1 9 . 

7 )  Ral o f f ,  J .  - " A ppro aching the age o f  reason " ( + )  " DOD targe t s  fi fth­
generat ion t o o "  - S c i enc e News , 26 May 1 98 4  - p . 3 30 - 3 3 2 ; 3 3 3 . 

8 )  Ral o f f ,  J . - " Swift  mechani c al logi c " - Sci enc e News , 2 Jun e  1 984 
- p . 346-347 . 

9 )  Waldro p ,  M . M . - " Art i fi c i al i n t el l igence  in paral l el "  - S c i enc e , 
1 0  Aug .  1 984 - p . 608-6 1 0 .  

C rypto zoology 
Compil e r ' s No t e : The previ ou s he ad ing " Mon sters " has been changed to  
"crypto zoology� because  I feel  that no t o nly i s  " c rypto zoology "  l e s s  
childi sh , h enc e more pro fe s s i onal sounding , bu t i t  be t t er refl e c t s  the 
t ru e  nature o f  the refe renc es . 
C ryptozoology - General - Monograph 

1 )  Brooke smi th , P .  ( ed i to r) - Unexpl ained (Vo lume 4 ) : Cre ature s from 
El sewhere - Orbi s ,  London - 1 984 . 

C rypto zoo logy - Geli eral - Journal Art i c l e  
1 )  " S ign o f  t h e  bea s t "  - S c i en t i f i c  Ameri c an ,  July 1 98 4  - p . 68 .  

C ryntc zool ogy - Sea Serpent s 
1 )  McEwan , G . J .  - Sea  S e rpents,  S a i l or s  & Scept i c s  - Rou tledge & K egan 

Paul , London - 1978. 
Crypto zoology - Land 

1 )  Clark , J .  - " Mons trous moni tors"  - Omni , July 1 98 4  - p . 98 .  
C rypto zoology - Land - Rlgfo o t  

1 )  Vaughan , A . - " N ight s c re am s "  - Omni , July 1 98 4  - p . 99 .  

o o o o oOOOOOoo o o o  

Compil e r ' s N o t e : I ' ve been asked what the j ournal re f eren c e  J B I S  i s .  
JBIS stands fo r the Journal o f  the Bri ti sh Int erpl ane t ary soCiety. J B I S  
'I"S""""lhe common and ac c e pted sEorthand fo rm .  
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l b . 

SOME FURTHER CORRECTIONS AND AMPLI FI CATIONS TO ACUFO S DOCUMENT D- 1 6  

Compil er ' s  No t e :  See  al so the ACUFOS J ournal , Nov . /De c .  1 98 3 - p . 2 3 .  

no . 5 5  - p . 2 - chang e date t o  1 949 ; v . t .  i s  I s  Tfie re L i f e  O n  O ther 
Worl d s ?  - Macmi llan ,  N . Y .  - 1 940 . 

no . 1 1 3 - p . 4  - j ournal has c eased  publ i cation . 
no . 1 86 - p . 6 - add ( Di scus s i on : April 1 98 1  - p . 1 5 . ) .  
no . 3 53 - p . 1 0 - e d i t o rs are Neugebau e r ,  M . e t . al • •  

no . 606 - p . 1 6 - change s p�c eship from sp!c e s hi p .  
. no . 838 

no . 8 59 
no . 90 1 
no . 904 
no . 1 1 1 3 

- p . 2 2  -
- p . 23  -
- p . 24 -
- p . 2 4 -

- p . 29 -

compl e t e  pagination i s  p . 8 1 - 98 . 
compl e t e  pagination i s  p . 5 1 -70 . 
compl e t e  pagination  i s  p . 1 00- 1 0 1 .  
compl e t e  pagination i s  p . 5 1 1 - 5 1 4 .  

add co-au thor Lovelock , J . E  • • 

no . 1 1 1 5 - p . 29 - transfer to s e c tion "Univers e " , fo llowing no . 1 50 3 , 
p . 3 9 .  

no . 1 1 39 - p . 30 - add ( Di scussion : 2 3  April 1 96 5  - p . 532 . ) .  
no . 1 1 54 - p . 30 - change p . 6 - 1 5  to  p . 6 - 1 1 ,  1 4- 1 5 .  
no . 1 1 57 - p . 30 - change A s t rophys i cal Journal to  Ast ronomi cal Journal . 
no . 1 1 8 1  - p .  3 1  - add p .  398 . 
no . 1 2 4 1  - p . 33 - change N�da to N£da . 
no . 1 870 p . 49  full pagination i s  p . 1 4 4- 1 49 ,  1 93 - 1 94 .  
no . 2 2 38 - p . 58 - date i s  March 1 977 ; add ( Di scuss ion : Jun e 1 979 -

p . 240 . ) .  
no . 23 1 6 - p . 60 - compl e t e  pagination i s  p . 1 54- 1 7 1 . 
no s .  268 1 & 2684 - p . 6 9 - the se are one  and the sam e  boo k .  
no . 3 3 1 7  - p . 83 - a d d  t o  d at e  1 Aug .  1 97 9  - p . 2 527-2 528 . 

add to d at e  1 Dec .  1 97 9  - n . 3889-3890 . 
add t o  date  1 June 1 980 - p . 1 74 5- 1 7 46 .  

no . 3 4 2 9  - p . 86 - add p . 2 2 3 - 2 30 . 
no . 3469 - p . 87 - add p . 4 7 - 48 , 78-8 1 . 
no . 3470 - p . 87 - add p . 30-3 1 ,  40-4 2 .  
no . 3668 - p . 9 2  - change 1 98 2  t o  1 983 . 
Name Index - p . 97 - add to Hart , M . H .  no . 1 376 . 
Name I ndex - p . 99 - add to Lovelo ck , J . E .  no . 1 1 1 3 .  
Name Index - p . 1 00 change N�da to N£da.  
Name I ndex - p . 1 00 - chang e Opik , E . J . : 760-76 1 to Opik , E . J . : 7 59-760 . 
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